
 

 

January 2020 newsletter 

 

Dear Members 

 

Happy New Year and welcome to a new decade. We ended last year with the good news 

that research published in the December British Medical Journal has found that 

involvement in the arts leads to longer, happier lives. In Leatherhead we enjoyed a 

fascinating look behind the scenes of our greatest ballet companies to learn how the 

intertwining of music and choreography produces amazing art. We would like to thank 

Glen and the catering team for the excellent drinks and canapes to round the evening off 

in true festive style. 

 

This month we welcome back Anne Anderson who will lead us through the life of Rene 

Lalique as he raised awareness of the medium of glass from the beautiful but functional 

to the sculptural and tactile. As part of our drive to increase membership of the Arts Society 

locally we have been putting small flyers on community noticeboards each month, 

beautifully designed by Cheryl Mendham. You can see the January flyer on our website. 

And if you know of a good noticeboard near you where we could display a flyer, please let 

Huw know. 

 

New Year Resolutions are a bit like Marmite. You either love them or you hate them.  But 

here is an easy one to achieve. Why not make paying your Arts Society membership one 

of your New Year resolutions? If you have already paid, thank you. You can tick it off your 

list straight away. And if it is still on your ‘to do’ list it will only take a matter of minutes 

and then you too can have the satisfaction of ticking it off your list. 

 

All our best wishes for the New Year  

 

Sheena Turner 

Newsletter Editor  

 

This month’s talk on Wednesday 8 January 2020: Rene Lalique: Master of Art 

Nouveau Jewellery and Art Deco Glass by Anne Anderson  

 

Lalique is best known for his Art Deco glass of the inter-war years, but his career began 

in the early 1890s as the designer of the finest Art Nouveau jewellery.  

He preferred opals and aquamarines to flashy diamonds and his jewels were about design 

and craftsmanship rather than vulgar ostentation. As his fame spread his style was copied 

and debased until Lalique felt that he had exhausted the potential of jewellery. 

Around 1907 he created the first customised perfume bottle. The public loved the idea and 

a craze began. Soon Lalique was designing for famous perfumers. After the war Lalique 

extended production into decorative vases, tableware, lamps and even architectural glass. 

His glass is regarded as some of the finest ever created.  



 

New members  

 

We were delighted to welcome 3 new members in December. 

 

New Year Sunday lunch on Sunday 26 January 2020 

 

There is still time to book a place at our New Year Sunday lunch at Betchworth Park Golf 

Club on Sunday 26 January.  This is a social event costs £29.00 per person (excluding 

drinks). We already have 27 going to our January lunch including our Chairman and John 

Andrews, our previous Chairman. 

 

Walk:  Durdans Stables, Epsom, Tuesday 18 February 2020 

(Subject to reasonable weather conditions) 

 

Meeting up at The Rubbing House, the current owner Kay Buckman will lead a walk for 

members into Grove Wood, Chalk Lane in Epsom to see the lovely snowdrops and the 

historic Durdans stables with its famous indoor riding school built for Lord Rosebery. 

In 1881, he commissioned the eminent Victorian architect George Devey, to design an 

indoor riding stable at the Durdans in “Arts and Crafts” style. There are 3 listed buildings 

still in use, along with listed iron entrance gates and four Derby winner horse graves. 

The cost will be £5 per person which will be donated to the Injured Jockey Charity. 

Members wishing to join the walk should each understand that by participating they have the 

required level of fitness for the walk.  

 

Walk: An Inspiring Views walk in the Surrey Hills, Tuesday 24 March 2020 

 

This walk, guided by Ali Clarke from Surrey Hills Arts will follow a section of the Greensand 

Way in the beautiful Hurtwood. Ali will take us to two of the sculptural seating artworks 

from the 'Inspiring Views' project We will see 'Perspectives' by Giles Miller and 'Contour' 

by Russell Jakubowski and will also hear the specially commissioned poetry and sound 

tracks at each piece.  

The cost will be £5 per person which will be donated to Surrey Hills Arts projects. The walk 

is approximately 3.5 miles long on fairly rough terrain but no steep hills. Members wishing 

to join the walk should each understand that by participating they have the required level 

of fitness for the walk.  

 

Visit: Arundel Castle and St Botolph’s Church, Hardham, Wednesday 15th April 

2020 

 

This is an advance notice of this exciting visit. It would be difficult to find two greater 

contrasts during a single day than between the extravagant Victorian revivalism and 

opulence of Arundel Castle and the simplicity and mysticism of the beautiful 12th Century 

wall paintings of St Botolph’s Church, Hardham.  

 

We will be taking bookings in February. But mark the date in your new diary now. 

 



Update on Heritage Volunteer work at West Horsley Place 

 

The East Surrey Area project in the West Horsley Place library was deferred as a lot of 

work was done last year on renovating the building.  For the eighty members who went 

on one of the four visits we have made in the last two years this will come as no surprise 

as we saw how much work the house needed to make it safe. 

The good news is that preparations for the West Horsley Place Heritage Project will begin 

in January.  There will be a coffee morning on Wednesday 22nd January at the Barn Hall, 

Bookham, from 10.30 - 12noon, which will be an opportunity to meet those involved in 

pulling the project together, including a representative from West Horsley Place, and to 

find out more about what the project entails.  

The East Surrey Area team only has places for 20 volunteers; we have more expressions 

of interest than places on the team, so there will need to be an application process.  To 

start this off, at the coffee morning there will be a presentation about the requirements of 

the task and the skills needed and an introduction to the selection criteria.  You may find 

out at this stage that the work is not for you, or it might sound as though it meets your 

skills and interests very well.  The Mary Roxburghe Trust in addition requires a validation 

process for all volunteers working at West Horsley Place, including provision of 

references.  Details and forms for the application process will be available to take away at 

the coffee morning.   

 

Coming up locally: 

 

Leatherhead Theatre 

Tuesday 14 January Lucien Freud: A self-portrait. Exhibition on screen 

Thursday 16 January The Sleeping Beauty. Live screening (not the pantomime!) 

Monday 27 January In search of Mozart Film 

Wednesday 29 January La Bohème Royal Opera House Live screening 

Tickets from the box office 01372 365141 

 

LCA Art History lectures at The Institute in Leatherhead  

Wednesday afternoon 2- 4 pm: including a short break for tea, £7.50 each   

5 February: Don't Fence me in! How artists in North America responded to the "wide 

open country - where the West begins: Jessica Saraga.  

Contact Liz Meikle for details – dandemeikles@btinternet.com  

 

The Ashtead Singers and The Surrey Consort: Saturday 1 February 2020 

Haydn’s masterpieces The Nelson Mass and Little Organ Mass, and Telemann’s Concerto 

for Three Trumpets in the Chapel of St John’s School, Leatherhead. Tickets are £15 

including an interval drink (£7.50 for under 18s, free for under 16s) on the door or reserve 

by text from 07734 701239 in advance 

Next month: Wednesday 12 February 2020 Raphael: A Master in the Making by 

Sian Walters  

 

2020 is the 500th anniversary of the death of Raphael. He is often referred to as one of 

the three giants of the High Renaissance in Italy, alongside Michelangelo and Leonardo da 

Vinci.  

His career was short-lived as he died tragically young, aged 37. Yet in this relatively short 

space of time Raphael managed to move from humble initial commissions in Umbria to the 

coveted position of one of the leading artists at the court of the most important patron in 

mailto:dandemeikles@btinternet.com


Italy, Pope Julius II, for whom he created some of the most sublime and influential frescoes 

of the early 16th century.  

We explore how Raphael achieved this extraordinary rise in status, tracing the 

development of early works and influences to the masterpieces created in Rome. 

 

 

And finally, a New Year Puzzle 

 

This Sudoku puzzle is based on some of the different subjects we will be covering in our 

lectures this year. The solution is on the next page. 
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Solution to the New Year puzzle 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you want to contact any committee member, please use our new email address which 

is  theartssocietyleatherhead@gmail.com . 

The Arts Society Leatherhead is a member of The Arts Society. Copyright © The Arts 

Society Leatherhead  
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