
 

Dear members  

November 2019 Newsletter  

sun – no moon! 

No morn – no noon- 

No dawn – no dusk – no proper time of day….. 

November1 

I am sure many of us can recall learning this poem (Thomas Hood 1844) at 

school. And what a gloomy picture it paints of this time of year. 

 

However, at The Arts Society, following our AGM last month, this is a time of 

new beginnings as we look forward to the New Year and an exciting programme 

of lectures and activities. 

This month we welcome back Linda Smith who will be looking at the role of 

ordinary people in art and how that has developed from background characters 

to centre stage. It promises to be a fascinating talk with some beautiful artworks 

to enjoy. 

We have announced ten visits for 2020: see below.   

Our first visit of 2020 is a social lunch in January.  

If you have a friend that might be interested in joining us as a member, ask 

them to come as our guest to try it out for £5 as anyone who joins in November 

or December will get 13 or 14 months for 12 months.  

    

All our best wishes  

Huw Jenkins and Sheena Turner 

Chairman            Newsletter Editor 

 

Wednesday 13 November 2019: Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves by Linda 

Smith at 7.30pm 

The talk looks at ordinary working people: skilled and unskilled workers in both 

urban and agricultural environments, craftsmen, artisans, shopkeepers, 

domestic servants, entertainers, prostitutes, beggars, paupers, slaves. 

Throughout the history of western art, they have always been there: for 



centuries as mute observers, background detail or comic relief. But as the world 

changes, art changes, and this talk will discuss the move of low-life subject 

matter from the despised and vulgar fringes of popular taste into the respectable 

mainstream; and out again into political radicalism and avant-garde. 

                              

Cards for Good Causes  

The Cards for Good Causes shop is open once again from 4 November until 14 

December in the small room next to the Church Hall.  For the benefit of ASL 

members it will also be open from 6.30pm on the evenings of the November and 

December meetings.  It can also be open for a short while after the meeting if 

required. 

Visits planned for 2020 

We have planned a wide variety of visits in 2020 so there should be something 

to suit everyone’s taste. We will give more details in our newsletter and at our 

meetings over the coming months and will be put them on our website. But in 

the meantime, now is a good time to get them into your new diary. 

 

Sunday 26 January              Betchworth Park Sunday lunch  

Tuesday 18 February           Durdans Stables & Snowdrop Walk  

Tuesday 24 March               An Inspiring Greensand Way Walk  

Wednesday 15 April            Arundel Castle and St Botolph's Church Hardham 

Monday 18 May                  PwC Art Evening Tour at Embankment Place 

Thursday 4 June                  Borde Hill House & Gardens  

Wednesday 1 July               London Walks with Ian Swankie  

Thursday 13 August            Charleston & Farleys Farm  

Monday 19 October             Spencer House & Westminster School  

Friday 30 October               Westminster School & The Supreme Court  

 

We will continue with random selection if a visit is over booked. We have tried to 

increase the numbers who can go on some visits.   

As a reminder, trips are for members only unless with the agreement of Gilly 



Coombes. 

If you are interested in running future trips and want to help on a 2020 trip to 

gain experience please contact Gilly Coombes. 

Post- Christmas Sunday lunch on Sunday 26 January 2020 

 

The post-Christmas Sunday lunch is developing into an Arts Society tradition and 

we will again be visiting to Betchworth Park Golf Club for lunch on Sunday 26 

January.  This is a social event organised by Sarah Sheridan and a chance to 

meet other members, including our Chairman. After travelling by our own 

transport there will be a three-course carvery meal followed by tea/coffee and 

mints. Gilly Coombes will be taking bookings at the November meeting. 

Review of October 2019 talk: Cordoba and beyond by Angela Smith 

87 members voted on the last talk; talk you. 

Coming up locally: 

 

Leatherhead Theatre 

Wed. 20 - Fri 22 November Shakespeare School Foundation 2019 

Wednesday 4 December Live screening: The Winter’s Tale with Judi Dench 

and Kenneth Branagh 

Tuesday 10 December Live screening: Coppelia Royal Ballet 

Tickets from the box office 01372 365141. 

LCA Art/History lecture at The Institute in Leatherhead  

Wednesday afternoon 2- 4 pm: including a short break for tea, £7.50 each  

13 November   Professor Gail Cunningham on Styles of the sixties 

Contact Liz Meikle for details  

Bookham Choral Society  

On 23 November the Society, conducted by Lewis Gaston and with Orchestral 

Accompaniment, will be performing Georges Bizet’s ‘The Pearl Fishers’ in concert 

in the Chapel of St John’s School, Leatherhead.  Tickets at £15 (under 18s £8) 

are available from The Wishing Well, High Street Bookham, from the BCS Box 

Office on 01372375644. 

Your Monthly Highlights from the Arts Society 

Craft in Focus will be at West Horsley Place 

This will be held on 27 November to Sunday 1 December. There is a 2 for 1 offer 

for tickets purchased on the day with your Arts Society Card Society.  Perhaps 

this year an Arts Society Card will be useful! The Craft in Focus Exhibition at 

West Horsley Place also allows you to visit the Mansion House for £8.    

Next month: Wednesday 11 December 2019:  It's not just Tchaikovsky 

by Nigel Bates 



  

Nigel Bates is currently Music Administrator for The Royal Ballet. His talk is 

primarily an exploration of the music chosen by ballet choreographers through 

the years, proving that the right piece with the right moves and design can 

create modern masterpieces and timeless classics.  

We will transition through the grandness of Imperial Russia with Swan Lake and 

Sleeping Beauty into the current modern repertoire of The Royal Ballet. This talk 

includes historical and recent video clips. 
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